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The Rule of James I1


England was divided both politically and religiously at the time the play was written and first performed. James I was viewed by many as a ‘foreign’ ruler because he was Scottish, and the relationship between England and Scotland had been fractious (at best) for hundreds of years. In short: his kingship was by no means secure. One of the ways he attempted to emphasise his legitimacy was through his promotion of the ‘Divine Right of Kings’ doctrine. He believed that monarchs derived their power from God and he was keen to emphasise this viewpoint. To this end, he delivered a speech to Parliament in 1609 stating that ‘Kings are justly called gods’ and that they are ‘accountable to none by God only.’ James I wanted people to unwaveringly accept that the murder of king – what we call ‘regicide’ – or disloyalty in any form would be considered an act of sacrilege.

1. Explain why James I was keen to promote the ‘Divine Right of Kings’ doctrine

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Explain what ‘regicide’ means

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain what ‘sacrilege’ means

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain how events in the play reflect the political and religious concerns of the time

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Witches and Witchcraft2


Witches were viewed very differently during the reign of James I to how they are now in the sense that there was a widespread belief that they existed and were harmful. Unfortunate events and personal misfortune were often (wrongly) attributed to witchcraft and thousands of people were put on trial. It’s worth noting that almost all of these people were women, many of whom were old and vulnerable. Indeed, James I felt so strongly about the threat posed by witches – who he called the ‘detestable slaves of the Devil’ – that he wrote a book called Daemonologie about them. As we read the play, we need to be aware that many of the ideas and beliefs of James I are reflected in the ‘witchcraft’ scenes from the play.

1. Explain how views on witches are different now to how they were during James I’s reign

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Choose two quotations from A1-S1 that suggest the witches are supernatural beings

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

3. Choose two quotations from A1-S3 that suggest the witches should not be trusted

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain how Macbeth reacts to hearing the witches’ prophecies in A1-S3

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain how Banquo reacts to hearing the witches’ prophecies in A1-S3

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tragedy3


A ‘classical’ tragic hero has a high status and a good reputation at the start of the play, and they have the potential to become even greater. However, despite this, they possess a ‘fatal flaw’ and commit an act that is ultimately responsible for their downfall and eventual death. As the play progresses, a tragic hero both suffers and causes other to suffer. Before a tragic hero dies, they usually experience a moment of insight that provides an opportunity for reflection and this helps them to gain a new perspective on the consequences of their actions.

1. Choose two quotations from A1-S2 that show Macbeth has a high status

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

2. Choose three words to describe how Macbeth is presented at the start of the play

……………………………………….        ……………………………………….        ……………………………………….

3. Explain what ‘fatal flaw’ means

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain why A1-S4 is an important scene in the play

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain the significance of Lady Macbeth in Macbeth’s eventual downfall

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Vocabulary4


The words listed below will help you to write about the characters and the play itself with precision. Don’t be constrained by them: use them as the basis for your writing and go beyond them where necessary. Make sure that you’re clear on what each one means.

1. Match each quartet of words to their definitions

Hamartia			A strong feeling of relief and renewal
Hubris				A fatal error of judgement
Anagnorisis			Excessive pride
Catharsis			A moment of insight or a heightened sense of awareness

Hierarchy			A ghostly image of a person
Regicide			A prediction based on spiritual or mystical knowledge
Prophecy			The act of killing a king
Apparition			Order according to social status and perceived importance

Conflicted			A feeling of anxiety connected to safety or status
Insecure			Possessing confused and inconsistent feelings
Isolated			Seeking to harm someone in return for a perceived injustice
Vengeful			Separated from others

Ambitious			The ability to use influence for personal gain
Forceful			Limited pity or compassion in the pursuit of a particular goal
Manipulative			Possessing a strong desire to succeed
Ruthless 			Strong and assertive

2. Write a definition for each of the terms below

Tragedy:   	….……………………….………………………………………………………………………………….

Tragic Hero:   	….……………………….………………………………………………………………………………….

Fatal Flaw:   	..………………….…………….…………………………………………………………………………..

Regicide:   	..………………….…………….…………………………………………………………………………..

Sacrilege:   	..………………….…………….…………………………………………………………………………..
The Plot5


Macbeth has a high status at the start of the play: he is a brave and skilful warrior who triumphs on the battlefield. He is respected by those he fights with and generously rewarded with a new title. However, things swiftly change after he hears a prophecy that he will become king. After discovering that ‘chance’ alone won’t make it happen, his ‘vaulting ambition’ leads him to murder Duncan and seize the throne for himself.

Place the events below in order and then find a supporting quotation for each one

A. Malcolm is named the Prince of Cumberland
B. Macbeth has doubts about murdering Duncan
C. Macbeth sees the ghost of Banquo
D. Macbeth returns to see the witches
E. Macbeth is told that Lady Macbeth has died
F. Macbeth arranges to have Banquo murdered
G. Macduff is told that family have been murdered
H. Macbeth defeats the rebels in battle
I. Macduff defeats Macbeth in battle
J. Macduff discovers Duncan’s body

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………

Event:   ………    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………………………………………
Staging6


Macbeth is a play, which means that it was written to be watched by an audience in the theatre. By choosing this genre (i.e. type of literary work), Shakespeare was able to use devices and techniques to achieve a range of effects.

1. There is thunder and lightning in A1-S1. Explain the likely effect on the audience

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Explain what makes a ‘soliloquy’ different from an ‘aside’

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain why soliloquies and asides are important for the audience

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What noise does Lady Macbeth hear in A2-S2?

Sound:   ..……………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain the effect that noise might have on the audience

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Big Moments in Act One7


The play begins with Macbeth’s triumph in battle and his encounter with the witches. Macbeth wants to be king – that is clear – but it’s Lady Macbeth’s influence that crucial to his decision to murder Duncan and seize the throne by force. As Act One ends, Macbeth leaves the stage to commit the ‘terrible feat’.

1. What evidence is there in A1-S3 to suggest that Macbeth is intrigued by the prophecies?

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………

2. Macbeth describes his ‘black and deep desires’ in A1-S4. What does he mean?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

3. What concern about Macbeth does Lady Macbeth express in A1-S5?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   ………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Why does Macbeth say ‘we will proceed no further in this business’ in A1-S7?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain how Lady Macbeth is presented in A1-S5 and A1-S7?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………
Small Moments in Act One8


The play contains many small, but important moments that provide the opportunity for good quality analysis. Typically, these moments are easy to forget because they lack emotional intensity and they’re often quite subtle. However, they’re definitely worth keeping in mind.

1. Why does Banquo call the witches ‘the instruments of darkness’ in A1-S3?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

2. Banquo describes Macbeth as being ‘rapt withal’ in A1-S3. What does he mean?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

3. Why does Macbeth describe Malcolm as a ‘step’ in A1-S4?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

4. What Biblical image is used by Lady Macbeth in A1-S5?

Quotation:   ………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Analysis:   …..……………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

5. Macbeth says Duncan has been ‘clear in his great office’ in A1-S7. What does he mean?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………


Big Moments in Act Two9


Act Two begins just as Macbeth is about to enter Duncan’s bedchamber. He sees a floating dagger – a ‘dagger of the mind’ – that drips with blood and seems to point him towards the door. He leaves the stage to do the deed and returns with blood on his hands. The regret he feels is clear and his behaviour becomes increasingly erratic.

1. Blood is strongly associated feelings of guilt. Choose two quotations from A2-A2 

Quotation:   …………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………….

Quotation:   …………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Lack of sleep is also associated with feelings of guilt. Choose one quotation from A2-S2

Quotation:   …………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………….

3. [bookmark: _Hlk192843139]Lady Macbeth says, ‘Infirm of purpose!’ to Macbeth in A2-A2.  Why does she say it?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. How does Macduff react to the discovery of Duncan’s body in A2-S3?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   ………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….

5. What strange things do the Old Man and Ross say happened after Duncan’s murder?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Small Moments in Act Two10


A lot happens in Act Two after the murder of Duncan: Donalbain and Malcolm flee Scotland, which conveniently provides the opportunity for Macbeth to frame them and claim the throne for himself. However, amidst all this, there are many small moments that deserve attention.

1. What does Macbeth say in an attempt to influence Banquo at the start of A2-S1?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

2. What reason does Lady Macbeth provide for not murdering Duncan herself in A2-S2?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain why Lady Macbeth accuses Macbeth of having a ‘heart so white’ in A2-S2?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain how Macduff’s use of language is different to Macbeth’s in A2-S3

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   ………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Quotation:   ………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….

5. Lady Macbeth pretends to faint in A2-S3? Explain why she does it and what this shows

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………
Big Moments in Act Three11


Macbeth is now King of Scotland, but his kingship is by no means secure. He worries, in particular, about Banquo and the prophecy that his sons will become kings. He acts decisively, but chooses not to reveal his plan to Lady Macbeth. At this stage of the play, Macbeth is undoubtedly a tyrannical and isolated figure. 

1. Explain Macbeth’s reference to his ‘fruitless crown’ and ‘barren sceptre’ in A3-S1

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Macbeth says, ‘O, full of scorpions is my mind’ in A3-S2. Explain what he means

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Macbeth describes Banquo’s ‘gory locks’ in A3-S4. Explain the significance of the blood

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. How does Lady Macbeth react to Macbeth’s behaviour in A3-S4?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Small Moments in Act Three12


Act Three is full of dramatic moments and amplified emotions. It’s particularly memorable for the appearance of Banquo’s ghost. However, as always, it’s useful to explore the small moments that are perhaps easy to miss.

1. What thoughts does Banquo reveal in his soliloquy at the start of A3-S1?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

2. Lady Macbeth says, ‘our desire is got without content’ in A3-S2. What does she mean?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

3. The success of the feast in A3-S4 is particularly important to Macbeth. Explain why

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

4. Macbeth says ‘the grown serpent lies; the worm that’s fled’ A3-S4. What does he mean?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

5. Lady Macbeth calls Macbeth a coward in A1-S7 and A3-S4. Retrieve two quotations

A1-S7:  ………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

A3-S4:  ………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

6. Macbeth is aware that Macduff did not attend the feast. What does he vow to do?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………
Big Moments in Act Four13


Act Four begins with Macbeth’s visit to the witches, from whom he seeks reassurances about his future. He leaves the encounter believing that he cannot be harmed, but is disturbed by the final vision that emerges from the cauldron. The focus of the play then shifts to England where the consequences of Macbeth’s tyranny become shockingly clear. 

1. Identify each apparition

Apparition 1:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Apparition 2:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Apparition 3:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2. Explain why Macbeth feels reassured after listening to the apparitions

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain why Macbeth is disturbed by the procession of kings

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Macduff exclaims, ‘Bleed, bleed, poor country!’ in A4-S3. Explain what he means

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Macduff calls Macbeth a ‘hell-kite’ in A4-S3. Explain why

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Small Moments in Act Four14


The plot moves on swiftly in Act Four as Malcolm and Macduff form an alliance and agree to attack Macbeth. The shifting balance of power is typically what we focus on – and rightly so – but there are other important elements.

1. What is the weather like at the start of A4-S1 and why is it significant?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

2. Macbeth greets the witches as ‘black and midnight hags’. What does this suggest?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

3. What views does Lady Macduff express to Ross about Macduff at the start of A4-S2?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. How does Macduff’s son react when he and his mother are attacked by the murderer?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

5. Choose two words to describe how Macduff reacts to Malcolm’s false claims in A4-S3

Word 1:  ……………………..……………………………      Word 1:  ……………………..……………………………
Big Moments in Act Five15


By this late stage in the play, Macbeth is completely isolated. Upon hearing that the English army is approaching, he remains defiant and vows to continue fighting. Not even the news of Lady Macbeth’s death prevents him from demanding that ‘harness’ be placed on his back as he prepares to confront Macduff.

1. Lady Macbeth ‘has light by her continually’ in A5-S1. What does light symbolise?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. The Doctor says, ‘Unnatural deeds do breed unnatural troubles.’ What does he mean?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Macbeth is impatient and defiant in A5-S3. Choose two supporting quotations

Impatient:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Defiant:   ……………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Macbeth says life is a ‘walking shadow’ and a ‘poor player’. Explain what he means

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Macduff calls Macbeth a ‘hell-hound’ in A5-S8. Explain why

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Small Moments in Act Five16


Act Five of the play is full out ‘sound and ‘fury’, but there are also plenty of quieter moments. In particular, Macbeth’s fleeting moment of insight in A5-S3 (technical term: anagnorisis) is particularly important.

1. What does Macbeth say should ‘accompany old age’ in A5-S3?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

2. What does Macbeth say he has ‘in their stead’ (i.e. instead of)?

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain what conclusion Macbeth comes to about everything he has done

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

4. Macbeth says he refuses ‘to play the Roman fool’ in A5-S8. Explain what he means

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

5. Explain how Malcolm chooses to judge Macbeth and Lady Macbeth in A5-S9

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………..………….……………………………………………………………………………
Macbeth17


Macbeth is initially presented as a brave and loyal warrior, celebrated for his courage and skill on the battlefield. However, his desire for power leads him to commit regicide and seize the throne by force. As King of Scotland, his reign is characterised by tyranny and chaos. In this sense, he represents the corrupting influence of unchecked ambition and the destructive consequences of moral weakness. As the play ends, after being defeated by Macduff, he is coldly dismissed as a ‘dead butcher’ by Malcolm.

1. At what moment in the play is Macbeth’s fatal flaw (i.e. ambition) revealed?

Moment:   …………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. At what moment in the play does Macbeth become a tyrant (i.e. a cruel, unjust ruler)?

Moment:   …………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Choose five words from the grid that describe Macbeth

	Tyrannical
	Isolated
	Hesitant
	Manipulative

	Arrogant
	Insecure
	Trusting
	Cautious

	Regretful
	Defiant
	Deceitful
	Assertive

	Conflicted 
	Ruthless
	Principled
	Vengeful



Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………

Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………

Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………

Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………

Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………
Lady Macbeth18


Lady Macbeth is introduced as a determined and ambitious character who subverts the gender hierarchy of the time. She has a desire to transcend her role as a woman (‘unsex me here’) and refuses to conform to limiting social expectations. However, despite this, she’s also vulnerable. For example, she concedes that she doesn’t have it in her to kill Duncan herself because he resembles her ‘father as he slept’ and, later on, she becomes increasingly concerned by Macbeth’s tyranny.

1. At what moment in the play does Lady reveal her ambitious nature?

Moment:   …………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. At what moment does Lady Macbeth feel an uncontrollable sense of guilt?

Moment:   …………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Choose five words from the grid that describe Lady Macbeth

	Tyrannical
	Isolated
	Hesitant
	Manipulative

	Arrogant
	Insecure
	Trusting
	Cautious

	Regretful
	Defiant
	Deceitful
	Assertive

	Conflicted 
	Ruthless
	Principled
	Vengeful



Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………

Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………

Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………

Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………

Word:   ………………………….    Quotation:   ………….………………………………………………………………
Banquo19


Banquo is similar to Macbeth in the sense that he is also a brave and skilful warrior. However, unlike Macbeth, is initially sceptical about the prophecies and he cautions Macbeth about being influenced by ‘the instruments of darkness’. Although Banquo later wonders if the witches might be his ‘oracle as well’, he remains principled and demonstrates great moral fortitude. In this sense, he acts as a foil to Macbeth and his murder serves as a vivid reminder to the audience of the dangers of unchecked ambition.

1. At what moment in the play does Banquo reveal his scepticism about the prophecies?

Moment:   …………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. At what moment in the play does Banquo receive praise from Duncan?

Moment:   …………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. At what moment does Banquo’s ghost disturb Macbeth the most?

Moment:   …………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Choose two words from the grid that describe Banquo

	Tyrannical
	Isolated
	Hesitant
	Manipulative

	Arrogant
	Insecure
	Trusting
	Cautious

	Regretful
	Defiant
	Deceitful
	Assertive

	Conflicted 
	Ruthless
	Principled
	Vengeful



Word:   …………………….……….      Word:   ………..…..……………….      Word:   …………..….…………….    

Macduff20


Macduff is as a loyal and honourable character who is steadfastly devoted to Scotland. Unlike Macbeth, whose ambition leads him to tyranny, Macduff is guided by patriotism and a sense of moral duty. His horror at Duncan’s murder and his refusal to attend Macbeth’s coronation reveals his integrity and courage. When his family is brutally murdered, his grief transforms into righteous anger, driving him to seek revenge and restore order. At the end of the play, he defeats Macbeth in battle and restores Malcolm to the throne.

1. How is Macduff’s use of language different to Macbeth’s in A2-S3?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. At what moment in the play does Macbeth realise that Macduff does not support him?

Moment:   …………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………..

Quotation:   ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. How does Macduff use language to describe Macbeth in A4-S3?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Choose two words from the grid that describe Macduff

	Tyrannical
	Isolated
	Hesitant
	Manipulative

	Arrogant
	Insecure
	Trusting
	Cautious

	Regretful
	Defiant
	Deceitful
	Assertive

	Conflicted 
	Ruthless
	Principled
	Vengeful



Word:   …………………….……….      Word:   ………..…..……………….      Word:   …………..….…………….    
Duncan21


Duncan is a king who has been ‘so clear in his great office’. He rewards Macbeth’s bravery at the start of the play by naming him Thane of Cawdor and later praises him as a ‘peerless kinsman’. However, his trusting nature makes him vulnerable and he misjudges Macbeth, just has he did the former Thane of Cawdor. Duncan’s murder marks the destruction of the natural order in Scotland, which leads to chaos and tyranny. Through the events of the play, and the characters of Duncan and Macbeth, Shakespeare explores what it means to be both a good and a bad king. 

1. What shows that Duncan is a trusting character at the start of the play?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What reasons does Macbeth provide for not murdering Duncan in A1-S7?

Reason 1:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Reason 1:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Reason 1:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What does Duncan say to compliment Macbeth in A1-S2 and A1-S4

A1-S2:  ………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………

A1-S4:  ……………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………

A1-S4:  …………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. What does gift does Banquo pass to Macbeth in A2-A1 and what does this show?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. How is Macbeth able to claim the throne so soon after Duncan’s death?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Big Ideas22


The play is based around a series of big ideas, which Shakespeare explores throughout and encourages the audience to reflect upon. Central to this is concept of kingship and what it means to be a good and a bad ruler.

1. In what ways is power shown to be a corrupting influence?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. What happens when kings fail to behave honourable and uphold moral principles?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What examples are there of the appearances being deceptive?

Example 1:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Example 2:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Example 3:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Where is it implied that supernatural influences should be treated with caution?

Example 1:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Example 2:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Where it is evident that guilt is an enduring form of punishment?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Statements for Discussion23


Lady Macbeth accuses Macbeth of being cowardly and says, ‘screw your courage to the sticking-place’ – but that doesn’t necessarily mean he’s actually a coward. It’s up for debate.

1. What is a better way to describe Macbeth rather than simply calling him a coward?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Lady Macbeth is manipulative and ruthless, but she’s also vulnerable. For example, she concedes that she doesn’t have it in her to kill Duncan herself because he resembles her ‘father as he slept’ and, later on, she becomes increasingly concerned by Macbeth’s tyranny.

2. What is another example of Lady Macbeth demonstrating vulnerability?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Lady Macbeth appeals to evil spirits in A1-S5 and asks them to ‘unsex me here’. This doesn’t mean that she is a man or wants to be a man. More delicate phrasing is required.

3. What is a better way to describe Lady Macbeth’s request?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth welcome the darkness, and the most terrible actions in the play take place at night. The witches themselves are also associated with darkness. 

4. Explain what darkness and light symbolise in the play

Darkness:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Light:  ..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Important Quotations24


A good measure of how well you know the play is the extent to which you are familiar with important quotations. Remember though: learning individual quotations alone won’t help you very much at all. You’ve also got to know why they’re significant. Ultimately, what matters most is that you’re really familiar with the play itself. This requires you to engage with it in its entirety.

1. Fill-in the gaps for the quotations from Act One and identify the speakers

A. Yet I do fear thy nature; it is too full o’th’ milk of ____________ ____________
B. Look like the ____________ ____________, but be the ____________ under’t
C. I have no spur to prick the sides of my intent, but only ____________ ____________

2. Fill-in the gaps for the quotations from Act Two and identify the speakers

A. Will all great ____________ ocean wash this ____________ clean from my hand?
B. Here lay ____________, his silver skin laced with his ____________ blood
C. O horror, ____________, ____________!

3. Fill-in the gaps for the quotations from Act Three and identify the speakers

A. I fear thou played’st most ____________ for’t
B. O full of ____________ is my mind, dear wife!
C. But now I am cabined, cribbed, confined, bound-in to saucy ____________ and ____________!

4. Fill-in the gaps for the quotations from Act Four and identify the speakers

A. None of ____________ born shall harm ____________
B. Bleed, ____________ poor country!
C. O ____________! All? What, all my pretty ____________ and their dam at one fell swoop?

5. Fill-in the gaps for the quotations from Act Five and identify the speakers

A. Out, damned ____________! ____________, I say!
B. Life’s but a walking ____________, a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage
C. I bear a ____________ life
Extract Analysis on Macbeth – A5-S325


MACBETH: 			Seyton! – I am sick at heart
When I behold – Seyton, I say! – This push
Will cheer me ever or disseat me now.
I have lived long enough. My way of life
Is fall’n into the sere, the yellow leaf,
And that which should accompany old age,
As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends,
I must not look to have, but in their stead
Curses, not loud but deep, mouth-honour, breath
Which the poor heart would fain deny and dare
Not – 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Choose two words to describe Macbeth’s mood

Word:   ………………..……    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………….……………

Word:   ………………..……    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………….……………

2. Explain why Macbeth says should ‘accompany old age’

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain what he says he has ‘in their stead’

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain what this moment in the play shows about Macbeth’s kingship

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Extract Analysis on Lady Macbeth – A2-A226


L MACBETH: 	My hands are of your colour, but I shame
To wear a heart so white.			
Knock
I hear a knocking
At the south entry. Retire we to our chamber.
A little water clears us of this deed.
How easy is it, then! Your constancy
Hath left you unattended.			
Knock
Hark, more knocking.
Get on your nightgown, lest occasion call us
And show us to be watchers. Be not lost
So poorly in your thoughts.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Choose two words to describe Lady Macbeth’s mood

Word:   ………………..……    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………….……………

Word:   ………………..……    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………….……………

2. Lady Macbeth says, ‘I shame to wear a heart so white’. Explain what she means

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain how Lady Macbeth behaves differently to Macbeth in this scene (i.e. A2-S2)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Extract Analysis on Banquo – A3-S127


BANQUO: 	Thou hast it now – king, Cawdor, Glamis, all
As the Weird Women promised, and I fear
Thou played’st most foully for ’t. Yet it was said
It should not stand in thy posterity,
But that myself should be the root and father
Of many kings. If there come truth from them
(As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches shine)
Why, by the verities on thee made good,
May they not be my oracles as well,
And set me up in hope? But hush, no more.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Choose two words to describe Banquo’s mood

Word:   ………………..……    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………….……………

Word:   ………………..……    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………….……………

2. Explain what Banquo means when he says, ‘I fear thou played’st most foully for ’t’

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain why Banquo describes the Weird Women (i.e. the witches) as ‘oracles’

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Explain what this moment shows about the relationship between Banquo and Macbeth

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Extract Analysis on Macduff – A4-S328


MACDUFF: 				Fit to govern?
No, not to live. O nation miserable,
With an untitled tyrant bloody-scepter’d,
When shalt thou see thy wholesome days again,
Since that the truest issue of thy throne
By his own interdiction stands accursed
And does blaspheme his breed? Thy royal father
Was a most sainted king. The queen that bore thee,
Oft’ner upon her knees than on her feet,
Died every day she lived. Fare thee well.
These evils thou repeat’st upon thyself
Hath banished me from Scotland. O my breast,
Thy hope ends here!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Choose two words to describe Macduff’s mood

Word:   ………………..……    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………….……………

Word:   ………………..……    Quotation:   …………………………….………………………………….……………

2. Explain the reason for his mood

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Identify which character Macduff describes ‘tyrant bloody-scepter’d’ and explain why

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Extract Analysis on Duncan – A1-S429


DUNCAN: 	There’s no art
To find the mind’s construction in the face.
He was a gentleman on whom I built
An absolute trust.
Enter Macbeth, Banquo, and Ross
O worthiest cousin,
The sin of my ingratitude even now
Was heavy on me. Thou art so far before
That swiftest wing of recompense is slow
To overtake thee. Would thou hadst less deserved,
That the proportion both of thanks and payment
Might have been mine! Only I have left to say,
More is thy due than more than all can pay. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Explain what ‘There’s no art to find the mind’s construction in the face’ means

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Explain why Duncan addresses Macbeth as ‘worthiest cousin’

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Explain the importance of A1-S4 in relation to the events that follow in A1-S5 and A1-S7

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Past Exam Task from Summer 202330


Create a plan and write a response to the task below.
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Past Exam Task from Summer 202431


Create a plan and write a response to the task below.
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Read the following extract from Act 5 Scene 3 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play, Macbeth hears that the English army is approaching and asks the
Doctor for a report about Lady Macbeth.

MACBETH Seyton! — | am sick at heart,

When | behold — Seyton, | say! — this push

Will cheer me ever or disseat me now.

| have lived long enough. My way of life
5 Is fall'n into the sere, the yellow leaf,

And that which should accompany old age,

As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends,

| must not look to have; but in their stead,

Curses, not loud but deep, mouth-honour, breath
10 Which the poor heart would fain deny, and dare not.

Seyton!
Enter SEYTON
SEYTON What'’s your gracious pleasure?
MACBETH What news more?

15 SEYTON Allis confirmed, my lord, which was reported.
MACBETH /'l fight till from my bones my flesh be hacked.
Give me my armour.
SEYTON ’Tis not needed yet.
MACBETH I'll put it on;
20 Send out more horses; skirr the country round.
Hang those that talk of fear. Give me mine armour.
How does your patient, doctor?
DOCTOR Not so sick, my lord,
As she is troubled with thick-coming fancies
25 That keep her from her rest.
MACBETH Cure her of that.
Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased,
Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow,
Raze out the written troubles of the brain,
30 And with some sweet oblivious antidote
Cleanse the stuffed bosom of that perilous stuff
Which weighs upon the heart?
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Starting with this conversation, explore how far Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a
male character who changes during the play.

Write about:

o how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in this conversation

¢ how far Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a male character who changes in the play
as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 7 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play, Macbeth has decided that he is no longer prepared to carry out
the plan to murder King Duncan.

10

20

25

30

LADY MACBETH Was the hope drunk

Wherein you dressed yourself? Hath it slept since?
And wakes it now to look so green and pale

At what it did so freely? From this time,

Such | account thy love. Art thou afeard

To be the same in thine own act and valour,

As thou art in desire? Wouldst thou have that
Which thou esteem’st the ornament of life,

And live a coward in thine own esteem,

Letting | dare not wait upon | would,

Like the poor cat i'th’adage?

MACBETH Prithee, peace.

| dare do all that may become a man;
Who dares do more is none.

LADY MACBETH What beast was’t then

That made you break this enterprise to me?
When you durst do it, then you were a man.

And to be more than what you were, you would
Be so much more the man. Nor time, nor place
Did then adhere, and yet you would make both.
They have made themselves and that their fithess now
Does unmake you. | have given suck and know
How tender 'tis to love the babe that milks me:

| would, while it was smiling in my face,

Have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums
And dashed the brains out, had | so sworn

As you have done to this.

MACBETH If we should fail?
LADY MACBETH We fail?

But screw your courage to the sticking-place,
And we’'ll not fail.
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Starting with this conversation, explore how far Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as
a strong female character.

Write about:

* how far Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as a strong female character in this
conversation

¢ how far Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as a strong female character in the play
as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]




